MORrI sunBanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP75-00149R000100720013-1

PAGES DATE —_—_—

Box o
Foldey ¥t
Fon «

————

BEST copy

AVAILABLFE

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP75-00149R000100720013-1



o PMAYDOV WIENVIEW:
fonversatzon with the Lo >llicose C . lator o

R RN

CPYRGHT

aca

.
CONUIEINSE CUOG

by

T T ——— e uu.ln DIpLaras o) Luurl) urnl( uz,u " Ill'l.4 oA 0] Hn’l?l‘;.‘ ]Ul AN O8N G Teddinddlb S Y ST 3o
wmelic jowir e continuing prime  the masses, whose sufiport was iustrumen-  suvfaced: i dewoocva e consicdian of
et cae han revolution, may be THO was alirao 0 il N

e eGse wecen Hlictator in the Western
Hemispuere, vual he s his country’s in-
dispensable man, a ubiquitous despot
who supplies the energy for nearly every
phase of con  povary Cuban life. Be-
sides holdiu posts of prime minister,
secve ’ Communist Party and
COMN cidef of the armed forces,
Castre. 0 himself in charge of

the « . o ultuval  program and
spend- . Jdme studying the uses
of fe 1eories of cattle breed-
ing o5 e do ading Marxist-Leninist
texi. Vorking . average of 18 to 20

houos cach day, iie is always on the move:
inspecting [mnu’muls, medialing disputes,
expounding ideslogy and, aboue all, ex-

hmlnm his oo ple 1o harder work,
grr'ulm‘ sacrifice s-—-ml(l intransigent ani-
mosily toweard  everything  dmerican,

Despite the (. - present threat of assas-
sinalion, hie despses caution and mingles
i puls. oy witl the masses throughowt
the sl oitzn o the dismay of his
b()ll’J‘L s,
Althaa i i
regime -

1egative aspects of his
Uy emphasized in ihe

Americas, ust as propagandistic
hlasts igaons. erican {ife are irum-
peted e o ess, Castro’s revolution
has . ciueo. wme undeniable reforms

afject. o o
Jrrolviiciat.
illiteracy, pi.-
medi. . . “ally instituled revisions
of land and rené laws, and claims o have

cof the peasants and the
ias virtually wiped out

R

ved free education and

tal in sweeping him 1o power, Theve is
no one al lavge and alive in Citha toduy,

ceither in the weions cadve of revolu-

tionavies (hat surrounds him or among

Jthe Cuban people, who is capable of
- opposing Casiro,

He is lavger than life
size; his image dominates Guba. For bel-
ter or worse, e (. contemporary Cuba.

Castro’s comfortabie beginnings hardly
intimaied that he wonld become the
cventual leader of a Marxist-orienied
revoluwlion—and an enemy of democralic
freedom. Born in 1927, the son of a
wealthy  Galician  immigrant  sugar-
plantation owner in Qriente province, he
altended a Jesuit high school before
enteving Havana University, where he
studied law. Alihough he did not become
a Marxist until later, it was here that he
first encountered ihe writings of Marx
and Engels. As a siudent, he spoke out

against the covrupl adminisiralion of -

then-President Carlos Prio Socarrds and
discovered that his fiery ovatory could
sway audiences, After graduation he be-

gan his law practice—and soon joined

the Ortodoxos, a left-of-center political
reform  party that nominaied him in
1952 for a seat in lhe nalional congress.
The scheduded election, which would
also have chosen a new presideni, never
took place: On Mavch 10, 1952, former
President Fulgencio Balista, prevented
by Cuban law jrom seeking re-election,
ded a successful coap d'éun against the

Socarvds govermment and installed him-

self as the absolute dictalor of Guba. The
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drastically cnyooice;
corruption increased:
ers exposed (hemseloes
lerror and lorture.
Belicvaiz that o © a ac
off a naconal uprising agaiav Balisia,
Castro speavhieaded an assaic’t by .23
Yoo cgomen and seomen on the Mvoncila
wieary bavvachks in Santiago, the istand’s
secand lavgest cily. The atlack iail- 7.
but its dale—fuly 26, 1953—uc. 1.
vallying oy of Castro’s vevo lonary
movenen! (“26 de Julio”) and . . 7 -
howr defense speech al his tria.-= .o
tory Vill dbsolve NMe"—its niijesio.
After sevaing only a small portion of
their sentences, he and his followers w,
released from the Isle of Piiee priso:
(the same one, ironically, {1 wou e lie
most eminent anil-Castro vevolutionavies
arve now jailed) and extled to Mexico. 1t
was Batista’s biggest mistake. In the pre-
dawn hours of Novewmber 25, 1956, Cas-
tro and 82 followers, pursued v Mexican
police, boarded a boat and set sail for
Guba, Eight days la.cr they landed on
the southern coast of Orien:e province,
where he and five conipanions survived
a government ambush aud escaped into
the mountains. “Are ace in the Sicrra
Maestral” he veportedly ashed the first
peasant he'saw. “Yest Then e rvevolu-
How has been won!” Castve was soon
Joined by the vther urvivors uf the gov-,
ernment allack, and (ogether they ve-
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“eruited enough peasanis in the arca to

sl ” T

i

i
;
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“I belicve thal the United States, with
its imperialist ,areign policy, is accel-
evating the raclicalization process of revo-
Itionu: . wovements not only in Guba

but throu jicout S«aﬂm’ied_ Approv’éﬁf”ﬂt’ir‘

“An enemy of socialism’ cannot wrile in
our newspapers—oul we don’t deny it,
and we don't go m-rmml proclaiming a
Iypothetical frecde. 54 hress where

“If you ash me whether I con. ocel wy-
self a vevolutionary i e Hime s dn
the mowntainy, I woiad anses N
you ash me whether 1 consid. o
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Jurther  cugniesiza

LY Balista's army.

His ensuing campaign against over-
whelming covernment forees is a lesson
in guerridds warfore, Defeated  psycho-
logieally almost before he was engaged
wilitarily, Batista stunned the world on

January 1, 1959, by flecing the island; in .

anticipation of possible defeat, he had
planned and financed his departure well
in advance, Within days, Castro and his
guerrillas entered Havana and formally
took conival of:the country. The un-
complicaled juformality of life in the
Sierra Maesi a did not smootlily adapt to

S Havana, haivever, and revolutionary en-
- thusiasm proved a poor substitute for
“administrative  experience. Caslro’s ac-

cession to pawer was marked by chaos.

Colossal follics and alrocities were com-

mitted. Large sunw of money were dis-
sipaled, stolen or mishandled, and a

" public blood bath in which thousands of

Balista supporters were executed shocked
and dismayed the outside world,
1t soon became apparent that Castro’s

" ideology was [ar move radical than most

Choldings wnong the peasants. And in

had suspected. Sweeping decrees rocked
the middle and upper classes from their
privileged positions., Castro’s diclatorship
summarily and illegally expropriated
ownership of Cubd's cattle, sugar and
tobacco indusivics, banks, oil refineries
and resort [acilities from all Amevican
and other overseas business intervests;
formed coobevatives; divided large land-

i December 1961, Cuasive betrayed the

i democratic promises of his early admini-

stration when he proclaimed to a scream-
ing mullitude in Havana, “I am a
Marxist-Leninist and will be one until

“the day I die!” Four years later, Castro

formally changed the name of Guba’s
United Socialist Party to the Cuban Com-
munist Party, complete with [00-man
Gentral Commiittee and 1l-man Polil-
buro. By thew, U.s.-Cuban relations had

long since passed the political point of .

no relurn.

On April 17, 1961, came the ill-fated
Bay of Pigs invasion, a humiliating de-
feat for the U.S. and a historic victory for
Castro’s forces. Eighteen months later, on
the pretext of defending his country from
another U.S. atlack, Castro persuaded

‘Soviet Premier Nikita Klhirushchev to in-

stall offensive alomic missiles on Guban
soil, thus precipitaling the seven-day

! Missile Crisis that brought the world's

two most powerful nations to an “eye-
ball-to-eyeball” confrontation (in Dean

. Rusk’s words) and thereby to the brink

JAN

of thermonuclear ware When Moscow,
under U. S, vressure, prudently removed
the missiles,
“affront” was more than enough Soviet
matdriel and training to provide Guba
with what is probably the best-equipped
military establishment in Latin Amer-
ica, Since the Missile Crisis, Castro’s
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crippling dmericn Ulockade, Uie loss of
diplomatic velations with the vest of
Latin America {exeept Mexico; and
wariely of other political, cconamic and
militavy ills and pressures. At the same

lime, she has mainiained at least the -

appearance of a belligerent degree of
ideological independence from her bene-
factor and ally, the Soviet Union. Early
last year, at a Tricontinental Congress
held in Havana, Cuba attempted to as
sume the lcadership of revolutionary
movements in the emerging nations of
Asia, Africa and Latin Amevica. Castro
proposed that all Socialist countries com-
mit themselves to material support of
revolulions throughout the world, To the
limited extent that Cuba’s cconomy ey
mits, he has since backed up his words
with warlike action: Cuban-supplicd
weapons have turned up in at least four
South American nations, and the aid,
arms and expertisc Guba offers Cowm-
munists within other Latin-American
nations is a matler of constanl conrcern
to their governments and to our State
Departinent. - .

Custro's Communist regime could not
have survived this long without (he
Soviet Union’s military and financial
backing. But it must also be recognized
that enough of Cuba’s 7,336,000 people
have either supported or paid lipy seroice
to Castro’s dictatorship to keep him in
power—despite cight years of internal
hardship, the countervevolutionary cam-
paigns of 1962 and {963, the sectarian dis
putes within his oiwn parly, the disparity
between promised goals and aclual prog.
ress to dale, the exodus of hmul-red.g of
thousands of dissident Cubans to (he
U.S., and the secvere econontic shortages
that continue to plague lhe country.
Whether pulative gains from his leader
ship will offset Cubd’s past blunders,
present bellicosity, and the drastic curtail-
ment of individual frcedom imposed by
its new ideology. whether history will

ultimately “absotve” Castro as he projphe-

sies, are questions for posterity. This
mutch, however, is clear: He is one of the
most feared political figures of our time,
and as such, he wields a power dispro-

portionale Lo the size of his tiny island

nation,

Not the least logical of veasons for this
fear in the U.S. is ignorance of Castro’s
own view of himself and his goals, of his
role in world politics, of his aspivations
for his couniry, lis personal motivations
for the stormy cowrvse on which he is em-
barked—and for this lack, the Awmerican
press and he himself ave not blameless, Qf
propagandistic boasts, as of pro-Commu-
nistandanli-U, S.diatribes, theve hasbeen
more than enough. But Gasiva has been
elusively chary of inteyviews I members
of the American press, peviabs because
the majority may be presur.ed (o ve some
thing less than objective, /1 was PLAYBOYV'S
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aned aclice. G0 ool Lelund the (G

cCartaing, wrd s to SLeninale o dar

heeatening poescace in v hemichie, e,
To this eun e contacted old ila ang
hand and author-journalist Lee  Lache
wood, who had already been granted an
andience witiGustro as preparation for
a forthcoming book, “Castro’s Cuba,
Cuba’s Fidel to be published by Mace
millan in March, and of which an ex-
panded wversion of this interview will be
one part. When (he tico met at Castro's
Isle of Pines home, the vesult was the
ongest and most veocaling conversation
vthe Quban deader las eoer held with a
Lmember of the dmevican press.
Lounging at a card table on the ve-
Lranda in his green [atigues, wearing socks
“hut no bools, his hair malled, and smok-
ing a succession of long Guban cigars,
the Cuban diclator spoke with Lock-
wood volubly and inexhaustibly—often
Uthrough the vight and into the dawn. At
vthe end of a week, their conversations

25 hours of tape.

“An interview wilth Castro,” writes
tLockwood, “is an extraordinary ex peri-
ience, and until you gel wsed to it, an
unnerving one. Unless you stand your
ground, il's seldom a conversation ai wll,
but more like an extended monolog wilh
soccasional questions from the. audience.
PVhen replying to a question, he would
rusually begin in a deceptively detached,

{conducted in Spanish) had filled nearly -

veonversational lone of woice, with his |
eyes fixed on the table, while his hands ‘

fidgeted cowjulsively with a lighter, a
ballpoint pen or anything celse at hand.
ds he warmed to his subject, Gasiro
{would start 1o squirm and swivel in his
{chair. The vhythm of his discourse wonld
{slowly quicken, and at the same time he
Ywould begin dvawing closer to me litile
Lby little, pulling his chair with him cach
ime, until—having siarted oul al right
cangles to my chair—he would finally be
[ sdated almost alongside me. His foot,
sswinging spasmodically beneath the (a-
i ble, would touch my fooi, then with-
draw. Then his lknee would wedee
against mine as he leaned still closer, ob-
livious of all but the point he was mak-
g, his voice becoming steadily more

- insistent. As he bent forward, his hands

would move gracefully out and back in
-emphatic cadence with his words, then
begin veaching toward me, tapping ny

knee to punctwate o sentlenee, prodding

my chest with an empiatic forefinger,
still in the same hypuotizing rleythan, Fi.

brown_eyes, glitterving in the [roive of his
angled heard, pecring feruently into wy

nally, I woidd becomne wware of his dark-’

| own eyes, in true Latin style, from only

tinches away as he continued speaking.
e would remain thus somelimes for as

long as a quarier of an hout, fixing me
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with als sessinic zazel’
Lbgarding the fraukness of the Crban

doubtedly, it 1aught us somcthing we
had not clearty vndestood w dhie Legi -
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vally, you cannol &

tre's /)(mlum (0 answer cvery quc.r.lt()n

Jor publication as openly as if he were
having a private chat with a [riend.
Newertheless, wi une who has spent a
good deal of time in Cuba, I believe that

his answers were genevally honest—how- .

ever ideologically inimical his views.”

PLAYBOY: When you came to power in
1069, did you think that Cuba and the

LRSS were going o get along better than

they actually havege

_CASTRO: Yusi that was onc of my illu-

sions. Av that time, we believed that the -

revolutionary program could be carried

. out with a greac degree of comprehension

on the part ol the people of the United
States. We believed that because it was
just, it would be accepted. True, we
didn't think about the Government of

“the United States. We thought about the

people ol the United States, that in some
way their opinion would influence the
decisions of the Government, What we
didn't sce clearly was that the North

- American interests affected -by -the revo-

" being maintained.

- lation

possassed  the means to  bring
about a change of public opinion in the

© United States and to distort everything
that was happening in Cuba and present
"it 1o the U. 8. public in the worst {orm.

PLAYBOY: Is ihat why you went to the
United Stawres in April of that year?

[ CASTRO: DPreciscly—in an effort to keep
_public opitiion wu the United States bet-
Lter informuc aid better disposed toward

* . the revolution in: the face of the tremen-

dous campaign that was being waged

cagainst us. Wien T went to the U. S, I

bad practically no contact with the Gov-

~crnment, Tv was with public opinion.

dent Nixon,
" CASTRO:

PLAYBOY: You clid meet with Vice-Presi-
thougii.

Yes. Bul
official one. :
ganizationn o1 editors, There were some
—TI would say—"acis ol protocol,” how-
cver, because diplomatic relations were

"There was a lunch-

“-eon with ihe then Secrctary of State
¢ [Chrisuan Herter—ZEd.} and an invita-

K]

VAN

tion to speak with some Senators, Nixon,

. too, wanted o talk with me; we had a

long conversation. Fle has written his
version of that widlk, and he maintains

" that {rom then on e came to the con-

. clusion that T was a dangerous clmmcter.
- PLAYBOY: Did the subsequent hostility -of
- the American Government have much to
“do widi creating a receprive atmosphere

for communisim in Cuba?

CASTRO: I Lhink s0, in the same way that -

~the [riendly acts of the Sovict Union also

helped. The connections we established
with the U.S. 8. R. in 1960 very much
matured the minds of -both the people

~and the lcadcrs of the rcvoluuon. Un-

1867

iy trip was not an
had been invited by an or-
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‘phrase; we saw i docds.
PLAYBOY: Yet sonic observers have chir- -

acterized your devciopment as a Cowa-
munist as having been Jargely a scerics
of reactions on vour part to a series of
hostile acts by the UL 8. that is, that
the UL 8., in clicet. lorced you and Cuba
into the Conumunist camp.

CASTRO: The United States, with its im-
perialist foreign puhcy, constitutes part
ol the contemporary circumstances thae
make revolutionarics out of pcople
cv crywhczc. It is not the only cause, but
it is certainly one of the many factors. It
can be said that the policy of the United .
States is accelerating the radicalization |
process of 1C\olunmmy movenents not |
only in Cuba but throughout the world.
PLAYBOY: Do you tiiink that vou person-

- ally would have become a Communist in - A
b for structural chauges. Belore the coup,

I had been thinking of wtilizing legal

any case, that (.S, actions and
tudes only hastenca the process?
CASTRO: It could ne sud that just as the

United States was thea and had 1o con- .

tinuc being imperiaiistic, we were des-
tined inevitably
PLAYBOY: Were you personaily a Com-
munist when you scized power in 19592
CASTRO: It is possible that I appearcd
less radical thau I really was at that
time. It is also possible thar I was more
radical than cven T mysell  kaew.
Nobody can say. that he reaches certain
political conclusions exeept through a
process. Nobody reaches those convic
tions in a day, often not in a yecar. Long
before I became a Marxist, my firse

questionings of an economic and social ’
was a student at the ;

v

kind arose when |
university, studying political cconomy
and especially capitalist economics—the

. problems posed by overproduction and

the struggle between the workers and

_the machines. They aroused my atien-
tion extraordinarily and led me to turn |

my mind to these problems for the frse
time. How could

his necds for happiness, and why did it
have to exist? ITow could there be over-
production of some goods, causing un-

_employment and hunger? Why did there
have o be a conurudiction between the |
interests of man and of the machine, |

when the machine should be man's great

aid, precisely that aid which could free

him {rom privation, niisery and want?
“In this way, I began o think of
diffierent forms ol the organizaii - of pro-
duction and of propevty, alth wgh in a
completely idealisiic way, “.ihouc any |
scientific basis. You i ¢ y that T had
begun to transform mysci: 1to a kind of ;

atti-

1o become Comununists,

there exist a conflict :
between man's technical possibilities and ! i
*characeer that they had inculcated in me ;

Sthat captivaied me compiciely,

In he succeeding vears s vead a num-
“ber of works by Marx, Eagels and Lenin
- that gave me many additonal theoretical
insights, This  cncounter with revolu-
tonary ideins siciped me ovient myseil
* politically. But there is a big difference

“hetween haviag a theovetival Khowledge

and consideving onesell a Mavxist revoius
tionary. U'nquestionably, T had a rebei-
Jious temperament and ae the same iime
fele a grear intelleciual curiosity abowt
those problems. Those insights inclined
me move and more toward political strug-
gle. However, 1 still could not have been
considerced a vrue Narxist,

PLAYBOY: Did vou becomie one as a result
ol Bauista's coup d’élai?

definite political ideas about the need

means, ol using the Parlimanent as o point
of deparwire from which I might cstab-
lish -a revoiutionary platform and mouis
viate ihe masses in its favor—not as a
;mcans ol bringing about those ch.mgc»
pdiveciwy, T was now convinced that it
‘coui be done only in a revolutionary
‘way. T had acquired enough sense of
y reality to understand thac.

i Nonetheless, T was still in some ways
lmp,enuous and deluded, Ju many ways 1
pwas still mot a Marxist, and T did nos
' , consider mysell a Gommunist, In spite of
¢ having read theoredcally about imperial-
ism as a phenomenon, T dido't under-
stand it very well. T didn't thoroughly
appreciate the relation that exisied be-
Piwween the phenomenon of imperialism
aid the situation in Cuba. Tt is possible
wat T was then sull very much influ-
enced by the habits and ideas of the
Jetit bourgeois cducation I had reecived.

Jesuit secondary school, T had brought
nothing more than a rebellious tempera-
ment and  the uprighuiess, the severe

in the Jesuic school. When T graduated
# from (he university, T still didn't have
“very good political training. Even so, one

marily, since I had been a polideal illiter.
awe when 1 oenterved the university.

In fact, my political consciousness wis
calready much greawer than that of the

fpolitical pary with which T had been

associated  Guring  my  student  years,
That party, wluch had begun from very
- popular origins, had, over a peviod of
years, been falling inio the hands of laud-

;. owners and  opportunistic  peliticians;

CASTRO: No. but T already had some vervy

As the son ol a landowner, educated in a

might say that T had advanced exraordi-

CIA-RDP75-00149R0001 00720801%?1-.139 .
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" ey .aum.U), I had gained some
asecicdaL iy among the masses, a certaiin
i;..’.’ncu:u :Ia;u opened the path for me to
candidaey and clection as a deputy from
the provinee of IHavana. T succeeded in
gathering abmost 80,000 addresses and,
using the parlinmentary mailing  privi-
lege, since I didn't have money for
stamps, I sent out «tens of thousands of
leders every wmonth. In this way I was

. -
Tao - an i

Hoe

it

© able w0 gain cnough support {rom the

Tmases fo he -cicc#d a delegate o the

party asseravly.

Asreaay [was working with the fervent
passion of a revolutionary, For the first
time, T conceived a sirategy for the
revolutionary scizure ol power. Once in
the Parlinment, I would break party dis-
cipline and present a program embracing

- practically all the measures which, since
- the victory of the rovolution, have been
Cwransformed into laws. T knew that such
~a program would never beé approved in a

Yavliament the great majority of whose
mambers were mouthpieces of the land-
owners and the, big Cuban and forcign

 husinesses. Bue T hoped, by proposing a

program that recoghized the most deeply
felt aspirations of thie majority, to estab-
lish a revoludowary platform  around
which to mobilize the great masses of
farmers, wovkers, unemployed, teachers,
intellectuid workers and other progres-

- sive sectors of the country.

7 weapons
..weapons were here, well oiled and cared”

Wien Badsta's coup d’étal ook place,
everything changed radically. My idea
tien became not o organize a4 move-
nicnt but 1o ary 1o unite all the different
forces agiinst Batista. I intended to-
jrrticipate in that struggle simply as one
more soldier. I began to organize the
first action cells, hoping to work along-
side those caders of the party who
might be ready to fulfill the clemental
duty of figiiing ugainst Batista. All I
wanted was « rifle and orders to carry
oL any mision woatsoever. I wore my-
sceli out Jooking ior a chief; but when
none ol these leaders showed that they
had cither the ability or the resolution or
the seriousness of purpose or the way to
overthrow Baiista, it was - then that I
finally worked out a strategy of my own.

We had no moncy. But I said to my
associates that we didn't have to import
from the outside, that our

- for—in the stockades of Batista. It was

to gete hold
that we

of some 6f those weapons
attacked the Moncada Barracks.

© PLAYBOY: What was your political stance

JAN

at that ume? ‘

CASTRO: My political ideas then were
expresscd in my speech, “History Will
Absolve Me.” o ihe court during our
wrial alter the Moncada attack. Even then
i analyzed he class composition of our
socicty, the ..ced to mobilize the work-

1857
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Ci's, the LEarnicrs.,
teachers, the inneticotiad woraerns and tie
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of phinned development for our cconos
my, utilizing i the rescuvees oif e
COUBLIY 10 preaiisis ily cContonic vevel

opment. My Moncads apeech was the seed
ol ali the Lait were done later
on. Ii coul cooed Marxist if you
wish, but probadny . tue MarXist would
have said that it was not, Unquestion-
ably, though, it wis an advanced revola
tionary program. And that program was
openly proclaimed.

PLAYBOY: Weren't you jeopardizing your
survival, and hence the success of your
plans, by openly advocating the violent
overthrow of the government?

CASTRO: Not really. In Gubu, people had
been wlking so long aboul revolution
and revolutionary programs that the rul-
ing classes paid no attention anymore,
They believed that ours was simply one
more program. that all revolutionarics
change and become conservatives with the

s

- passage ol time. As a matter of {act, the op-
posite has happened to me. With the

passing ol time my thought has become
more-and more radical.

PLAYBOY: © Was  Che  Guevera, your
former finance minister, in any way a

political mentor of yours during this pe-

riod? Did he heip you xhnpc your present
convictions about Marxism- Lcmmsm?

CASTRO: 1 didn't know Che Guevera
when I attacked the Moncada, when I
wrote “History Wiil Absolve Me” or

when T read die Communist Manifestor

and the works of T.cnin in the university,

<At the time I met Ghe, T believe that he

had a greater revolutionary development,
ideologically speaking. than 1 had. From

the theoretical point of view, he was

more formed: he was a more advanced
revolutionary than 1 was, But in those
days, these were not the questions we
talked about. Wit we discussed was the
fight against Batista, the plan for landing
in Cuba and for beginning guerrilla war-
fare. There is no doubt, however, that
he has influenced both the revolutionary
fight and the revolutionary process.
PLAYBOY: There has been  widespread
speculation in the American press, since
Guevera's mysterious disappearance last
year, that he was executed at your
orders, Is this true?

CASTRO: Those who write such storics
will have to squarc their accounts with
history. The cruth is that Che is alive
and well. T and his family and his {ricnds
receive lctters from him olten.. We do
not have anything to say about his
whereabouts at this time, however, be-
cause it would be unwise, possibly un-
safe for him. When he is. ready and
wants it to be known where he is, we
will tell it first 1o the Cuban people, who
have the right to know. Until then, there
is nothing more w0 be said.

PLAYBOY: You were with Guevera in the

infirated agent, 30 dhat’s what vou
mean. But if you ask me whether T o
sideved mysell a vevolutinnary at the tme
I was in the mouniainy, I would aiswer
yes, T considered mysell asrevolutionary,
If you ask me, did I consider myseil 4
Marxist-Leninist. T would say no, 1 did
not yet consider myself a Marxist-Lenin.
ist. If you ask me whether 1 considered
mysell a Communist, a classic Commu.
nist, I would say no. I did not yct con-
sider mysell a classic Communist. Bug
today, yes, I believe T have that right. [
have come full circle. Today I see clearly
that in the modern world, nobody can
call himself a wtrue revolutionary who is
not a Marxist-Leninise,
PLAYBOY: If you had openly espoused
Communist program while you were st
in the Sierra Maestra, do you think yu
would still have been able to come to
power? )
CASTRO: T'hat is not an casy question to
answer, Possibly not. Certainly ic would
not have been intelligent to bring about
such an open conlvontation. To have de-
clarcd a radical program at that moment
would have resulted in aligning aguinst
the revolution all the country’s maost
reactionary forces, which were then di
vided. Tt would have cuused the forma.
tion of a solid {ront among Batista, the
ruling classes and the North American
imperialists [whose vast Cuban  land
holdings and multimillion-dellar busi-
ness interests he planned to nationalize
—£Ed.]. They would have called finally
upon the troops of the United States to
occupy the country. With no possibility
of receiving any outside help, this would
have constituted a complex of forces

- virtually impossible to overcome with the

forces we then had.

In any case, the people’s revolutionury
consciousness was much lower then than
it was to bc when we finally came to
power. In thosc days, there existed many
popular prejudices against communism,
Most people did not know what it veally
was. They had no other idea of commu-
nism than what the encmics of commue.
nism told them about it. They endured
miscry, but they did not know the real
causcs of that misery; they didn't have,
nor could they have had, a scientific ex-
planation of these problems; they could
not understand that they were problems
of social structure. You must remember
that more than 1,000,000 persons in our
country, adults, didn’t know how o reiul
or write. You cauid not have expected
the great mass of the people 1o have had
a level of culture high enough 1o com-
prehend those problems. Naturally, in
these circumstances, to have said thac
our program ‘was Marxist-’.ciinist or
Communist would have aw.«ened many

prejudices. And many peeple would not
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ing, the people were also icarning.
Through the same process by which we,
the leaders, became more revolutionary,
the people became more revolutionary.
PLAYBOY: But wuen you did eventually
announce that +va had become a Com-
Cmunisi—three yeas after seizing power
—it ok most Cubans by surprise. Isn't
it true that many of those who supported
you while you weie in the mountains,
" especiiuy those [rom the middle and up-
per classes, did™o on the basis of the
- comparatively moderate reform program
- you had annouaced, and that they
- wouldn't have iad anything to do with
* you had they wwescen that after only a
few years in power, you would announce
that Fideliseo wus really communism?
CASTRO: Most oi those middle-class and
S upper-ciass people were opposed to the
revoiution long before that date. One of
the first laws that the revoludon passed
—in 1956—was the lowering of rents,
and that law aifecied a good number of
greaw properiy owners who lived lavishly
on the ceniy ey received from their
holding=. 3. Lwwese, the revolution com-
pensited waem, but the law  affected
“them. Muaav o) ihose people began to

fcel Gissuisiaciion with the revolution. .

That samwe year, the Agravian Reform
Law was passed: this also aflected them,
Also, many other laws were passed relat-
ing w0 mortgage loans, debts, etc—a
whole series ol social laws that very
much aflectes ine interests of the middle
class. So they becamc disaffected be-
causc the revolution passed laws affect-
ing their inwrests as an exploiting class,
i not because the revolution made a politi-
cal proclamation. .

PLAYBOY: In your speech at the Moncada

oress, respect for private enterprise, the
restoration of the 1940 Constitution, and
imany other democratic reforms when
"you came o power. Isn't that correct?
(CASTRO: “i'hiat is trae, because that was
our program at thai moment. Every revo-
lutioniary movement, in cvery historical
-epoch, proposes the greatest number of
achievemenis possible. We would have
been  deluding ourselves to have at-
: tempted ac that moment to do more than
we did. Bat no program implics a renun-
ciation o/ new revolutionary stages, of
new obicwives that may preempt the
old. A initiui program can sci forth the
immediate objeciives of a révolution, but
not all ithe objectives, not the ultimate
objectives. During the subscquent years
of prison, ol exile, of war in the moun-
tains, the alignment of forces changed so
extraordisarily in favor of our move-
iment that we could set goals that were
much more ambitdious,

PLAYBOY: Yes, bul to return to our origi-
nal guesdon: Wouldn't you admit that
many ol Tosc uwiddle- and upper-class
Cubans w.... foliv-v.d you because they

irial, you promise. irec elections, a free .

CASTRO: I qaid no lies in the Moncala
speech. That was how we thought at the
moment; thiose weare the honesi goals we
set oursclves. But we have since gone
beyond that progrian and are carying
out a much more prefound revolution,
PLAYBOY: It the live years since you an-
nounced the vruc nanne ol the revolu-
tion and began to iustitute its sweeping
social changes, several hundred thou-
sand Cubans have renounced their coun-
try and fled o the United Suites, I( the
revolution is reaiiy for the good of the
people, how do you account for this
mass exodus? '
CASTRO: There woere many different rea-
sons. Many ol thiose who emigrated were
declassed, ZLiwnpen elements who had
lived from gambling, prostitution, drug
waffic and other illicit activities belore
the revoluton. They have gone with
their vices to Miami and other cities in
the United Suates, because they couldn’t
adapt themselves to a society that has
cradicated those social ills. Belore the

revolution, many stringent requirements

were imposed on people applying for
cmigration to the United States; but
alter the revolution, even such unsavory

parasites as these were admitied for the

asking. All they had to do was say they
were against communism,

Others of the emigrants were those
with @ very clear class position, who had
been in the forelront against any change
in social swrucwure and felt themsclves
tricked when changes came about. Even
though we had proclaimed them in our
initial program, they didn’t belicve we
would implement them, cither because
they had gotten used to changes never
occurring or because they thought such
changes would not be possible in Cuba

_because they would affect the American

interests, and that any government that
tricd this was destined to Dbe rapidly
swept away. Others lelt out of opportun-
ism, because they believed that il a great

~many of their class lelt, the revolution

wouldn’t last very long. Some also *lefe
out of fear of war or {rom personal in-
security, There were even some who left
after a whole series of revolutionary laws
had Dbeen
tionaries sprosd wovwaor that a new law
was going (o Lo passed that would take

away the rizli o ouwrents o bring up .

ferenn PRI absurd came
paign succeedes in convinging iy
people, especiaiiv ihose wio already had
a lot of doubits. "ithiey sent their children
out of the country and iater icft them-
selves. They bad no aliernative, once
their children were in the United Staces,
for they were 1ot permitied to bring
them back.

There weve also many cases of emi-
gration thac hudd nothing to do with poli-
tics. There have always been people who
wanted to lcave Cuba and live jn a coune

their own ...
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for North Amciicai wvidineses sica ..
Dindhy, veiaeries, the clectric COMTL,
the 1elehone Compuiy—a ot Wora-
ing-class aristocracy with beties selavies
than the vest of the workers—and s
of them were auracted by he Nurid

American way of life and wanted w0 iive
like a middle-class family in the United
" Staies. Nawrally, that wasn't the e
with those who did the hardest and
poorest-paid work, like the cutiing of
sugar cane. It would be inieresting 1o
know how many sugarcane workees
have gone o the United States. It wouid
be very difficult to find any.
PLAYBOY: I[ there had been active oppo-
sition 1o the revolution from the middle
and upper classes, do you hink you
might have lost?
CAastio: T don't think so. It would have
~been a longer suruggle, more violeng,
keener {vom the beginning: but, ogedher
with the poor peasants and the workess,
we would have overthrown Batisia even
il he had had their solid support,
_PLAYBOY: Given Batista's vast superiority
of troops and armaments—with or with-
out middle- and upper-class suppori—
some American military susitegists leel
you could have been defeated il it hadn't
been for, his ineptitude, Do you think
that's true?
CASTRO: Unquestionably, il Batista had
been a wiser and a braver man, a man of
different: characieristics, he would have
been able to instill more spirit in his sol-
diers. Instead, he wied to ignore the war,
following the tactic of minimizing the
importance of our force, believing that
any gesture oi his, such as visiting the
front, would have meant giving more
political importance o0 our movement.
By leading his troops more skillfully, he
could have prolonged the war, but he
would not have won it. He woulld have
lost just the same, and not long alter,

He had his only opportunity right at
the beginning, when we were few
inexperienced. By the time we had
gained a knowledge of the terrain and
had increased our force to a litle more
than 100 armed men, there was already
no way of deswroying us with « profes-
sional army. The only way he could have
contained us then would have been by
fighting us with wi army of peasints
from the mountains where we were op-
crating. TFor that, it would have been
necessary 1o obtain e genuine support
of the exploited peasant class. But how
could he have gained that support? An
army that served the landowners would
never have been able 0 get the e
ploited {armers on tcir side, Onhv 4
revolutionary movement can o &
that {orce. It is our thesis that 1. .cvo-
lutionary movement, no guerrii’ moves
ment that is supported by the peasant
population can be defeated— unless, of

o s g o e r————— Y .
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VLY VS Uiy,
You haow, people in the United Stales

see o spend a greeat deal of vme writ-

ing claborate literary works about how
the revolution could have been pre-
vented ov defeated, This means that most
of them ¢ . simply as counterrevolu-
tionurics: wiey feel a genuine -terror

- ol vevolutions and prefer intermediate

formuias, We cannot agree with that re-
acuonary poinc of view. At the present
time, the major cgneern of the United
States scenmis to bd'é)- find a way by which
revolutions outside of the United States

can be avoided. Unquestionably, the

Uaited Siates woday represents the most
vcactiony ideas in-the world, And I

- think that they cause grave danger both

to the world and to the people of the
United States therasclves.

PLAYBOY: What do you mean by “reac
tionary ideas™? -

CASTRO: I mean cspecially its  sell-
appointed role of world gendarme, its
desire to imposce cutside its {rontiers the
kind of governmen: system it thinks other
states and other peoples should have,
The {ac: ihat the United States was itsclf
at one time in the revolutionary avant-
garde wnd had esiablished the best and
the most advanced political institutions

. ‘of its time is one of the historical factors

that greatly contributed to the eminence
and development of that country. That,
wlus the natural advantages of being sit-
uated in an extraordinarily rich territory,

" ‘Many Novth Americans still hark back to

1776, declaring that theirs is still a pro-
gressive country. But this is to pretend

" that the wcalities of the world and ideas
save not changed in 200 years. The fact -

s that they have changed profoundly.
Apare from this, although the United
States arose as a aation based on the

" auost revoludiorary political principles of -

its-time, iy doesn’t mean that its history
has beei caaracierized by a profound

humanisia, As a neacter of fact, capitalist

socicty deforms individuals greacly, It

entangles them in an cgotistical struggle-

for exiswciice. What is the philosophical

. foundatior. of free ‘enterprisc? That the

most competeni, the most able, the most
audacious will wiumph. Success is the
goal of cach individual. And he has to
wchieve it in competition, in a war to the
death with everybody else, in a pitiless
siruggle for existence. Capitalism pre.
supposes waat men are moved exclusively
by materad interests, It assumes that
wan is capable of acting rightly and cor-
rectly only when he can derive an
advantage or a profic from it.
¢.AVBCY: Isn't that a misleading over-
sigsdilication?

CASTRO: T don’t think so. In your coun-
iry, the majority of people do have an
opportunity to study and to work; but
the niajority do not have the best oppor-
tunities for study, the best opportunities
for work or for genuine participation in

N 1867

oY ol oG CEEEER ST FUN AN RTRTANMTES vy
who e o« csaaed o be (rosidents
of companivs or alveady  oocupying
privileged places in the socety. Under
capitalism there is a much higher pro-
ductivity of work, « much greater social
yield, and much beter living conditions

than there were under feudalism: but

without the slightest doubt, they are far

inferior to he conditions of life that
socialism permits.

For example, cven though the North-
ern part of the United Suites, divected
by Lincoln, stiuggled successfuily for
the liberation ol the slaves, discrimina-
tion has endured here for a cantury and
today still takes its toll in the biood of
Negro citizens of the U.S. Why don't

you ask yourselves whether perhaps a

rcelation docesn't exist between racial dis-

- crimination and the cgoistic [eelings

that are developed under capitalism?
Why hasn’t the United States been able
to eradicate discrimination? It is because
racial discrimination and the economic

-exploitation of man by man are two

things intimately joined.
PLAYBOY: If that's so, why have there
been reports of discrimination against

Cuba’s Negro yopulation by the white

majority?

€ASTRO: That was true before the revo-
lution, but since the revolution all racial
diserimination  has disappeared, along
wil the exploitation of man by man—a
lesson you could profit from. I don't say
this with the intention of lurting any-
body.or of wounding the {cclings of the
North American public. I am simply rea-
soning and meditating on this subject. I
don't cousider any people cvil, What I

do consider cvil are certain systems that,

inculcate feelings of hatred in people.
PLAYBOY: Is iL your conviction, then, that
the U.S8. would be Dhetter
socialism or communism?
CASTRO: No. I am a Marxist, and as a
Marxist, I belicve that revolutions are
engendered by a state of misery and des-
peration among the masses. And that is
not the situation ol all the people of the
United States, hut of only a minority,
especially the Negroes. Only the masses
can bring abow a hange of social struc-
ture, and the decide 10 make
those great changes only when their situa-

HINeS

tion is onc ol desperation. Many years .

could pass without that happening to the
masses of the United States.

In realivy, the suupggle between the
classes is not being conducted inside the
United States. It is heing conducted out-
side U. 8. borders, in Vietham, in Santo
Domingo, in Venczuela and in certain
other countries, including Cuba. Though
I understand that a certain amount of
protest and dissent is being heard in

. some North Amcrican universitics, it is

not the masses ol the U.S. who fight
today against the North Amecrican cap-
italists, because U. S, citizens have a rela-

offl under

e o snliermg o onpte o nnsery,
The ones who oe fighting against the
capitalists of the United States are ila
masses in the rest of the world who du
live in conditions ol hunger and poverty.
And just as T say to you that nobody can
imagine a social revolution in the United

States ‘in the near future, in the sume

way nobody can deny that a social revo-
lution is taking place in the rest of the
poor and underdeveloped world against

‘the North Amecrican capitalists. In all

parts of the world you sce that the most
repressive and reactionary governmients
are backed by the political and military
power of the North American capitalists,

This foreign policy, which monopolis-
tic capital imposes, is a ruinous one {or
the people ol the United States, The

. United States had some 80 billion dollars

in gold in its reserves at the end of the
Second World War; in 20 years it has
used up more than half of those reserves,
[According to the Treasury Department,
U.S. gold reserves diminished
$20,083,000,000
tween 1945 and 1965.—Fd.] Whie has &t

.been used for? With what benelits for ihe

people of the United States? Does the
United States perhaps have more fricini
now than belore? In the United States,
many people proclaim that they ave de-
fending liberty. in other countries. But
what Kind ol liberty is it that they are
delending, that nobody is grateful to

them, that nobody appreciates this al- .
leged defense of their libertics? What has !
happened in Korcea, in Formosa, in South

Vietnam? What country has prospered

-and has achicved peace and political sa-

bility uunder that protection from ihe
United States? [Japan, West Germany
and TFormosa, among others.—Ed.] What
solutions has it found for the great prob-
lems of the world? The United States has

-spent fabulous resources pursuing that

policy; it will be abie to spend less and
less, because its gold reserves ave being

exhausted, Is the influence of the United .

States greater now, perhaps, than it was
20 years ago, when the War ended? No-
body could say so. It is a certainty that
for 20 years, under the pretext of the
struggle against commuaisin, the United
States has been carrying out a repressive
and reactionary policy in the interna-
tional ficld, without having resolved the
problems of a single underdeveloped
country in the world.

PLAYBOY: Wherever the U. S, has inter
vencd militarily since World War T'wo,
it has been to defend the waderdevel-
opcd nations from the threat of Commu-
nist subversion or aggression,

CAsTRO: Why docs it regard communism
as a thrcat?

PLAYBOY: To put it ‘simply, our Gov-
ernment's position is thit the goal of
international communisti is to enslave
peoples, not to liberat: them,

CASTRO: That is an absolutely erroncous
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Ihe United States wanis 10 “lib
Cuba {rom communisim; but in recality,
doesn't wan! to be
from communism, In order to "liberate”
from | communism, the United
States Olg.mﬂ(‘u the followcrs ol Batista,
the most reacuiciiary pcoplc of this coun-

“ry—toruress, conspirators, thieves, ex-
ploiters of all types. It organized them, -

wained them and armed them' in order to
comie 1o "liberate” the pcople of Cuba.
But nonc of tyge-counterrevolutionaries
had cver nsidered the needs of the
Cuba. people. They badn't solved the
problem of uncmployment, ignorance,

the Jack oi medical care, the poverty and

misery thae existed before the revolution,

Tell e, for what purpose did the
United States coune to “liberate” us.at the
Bay of Pigs? To re-cstablish the power
ol the landowiiers, of thieves, of tor-

warers, of e widnagers of its monop- ]
what sense can '’

businesses? In
; that be cailed lberty? The United States

isays (has it Gighis to defend liberty in
,Vuln.un Cain anyone believe that if the !
"pecie of Viewsm did not support the
“revontion, they could have resisted

they woaver Waat kind of liberty is that
whica tee Uiaied States wants to impose
on G le G :;‘.(, point of a bayonet?
\Vh.u xing of 1ib berty is that which the
"United States wants to impose in Santo
Domingo, invading the country with its
Marines, violating the sovereignty of the
country? What kind of liberty is that
which the United States secks to impose
upon people against their will? What
right does the United States have to im-
posc that kind of liberty on anybody? It
scems to me that these lofiy rationales for
U.S. imc;\cmionism are simply words.
Perbaps ihere are many pcople in the
United States who believe them in good
faith; but ouside the United Statcs,
nobody belicves them,

PLAYBOY:
why does Cuba actively aid and abet revo-
lutionary movements in other countrics?
CASTRO: I believe it is the duty of all

“revoluvionary governments to help all

the forces of liberation in whatever part
of the world, .
PLAYBOY: What kind of aid does your
-countiy give to such movements?
(€ASTRO: Each country helps in whatever

way it can. I don't think that anybody’

ought 1o say hiow he does it
PLaYeoY. Did Cuba help the revolution

i ~in Santo Domingo in any way, either be-

forc or during the fight?

CASTRO: Iclp in what sense? If you ask |
.whether -ithie Cuban revolution  excrts
some influcnce by 'its example upon the
revolutionarics  of other countries, I
-would say yes. The example of Cuba
influences  revolutionary events  clse-
wiiere in the world: Bat we had nothing:
to do divectly with the Dominican revo-
lution, although we sympathized with
the Dommlc«m revoluuonanes—wnh all

“liberated”

Speaxing of interventionism,

[INEN nat \\l(ll')ll‘ J\HH’

T ey comace ra pebinons wirh the,
EATROYC Yo eoed b aw e ik o
veoraons en e G el s o o Saiia
Drotinga s anpostdly o onder o
prevent the spread of Custroisa,

“CASTRO: Il you nadn't iutervened, per-

haps leaders would have appeared there
- who are not us bad as Fidel Castro.
PLAYBOY: Iu a 1064 newspaper inter-
“ view, you sl that one of the points you
would consider as a basis for negotia-
“tions with the United States would be

the question of abandoning Cuban as-
sistance to revolutionary movements in
other' Latin-American  countrics, Is this
no longer your position?
CASTRO: What I said at that time was
that our country was ready to live by
norms of an intecrnational characeer,
obeyed and accepied by all, of noninter
¢ veation in the internal affairs of the
other countrics. But I beiieve that this
i formula should not be limited to Cuba.
. Bringing tha: concept up o date, I can
say to you that we would gladly discuss
rour problems with the United States
fwithin the framework of a world policy
of peace, but we have no interest in dis-
cussing them independendy of the inter-
national situation. We are not interested
in ncgotiating our differences while the
U. 8. is intervening in $imto Domingo, in
Victnam and clsewhere, while it is play
ing the ¥ole ol repressive international
pollcem'm against revolutionary move-
ments. While this is going on, we prefer
to run the samce risks that all the otlier
countries are running, and have no de-
site to live in peace with the U. S. We
have no right to view our own problems
mdcpcmlcn(ly of the rest ol the world.
Such a policy would greatly weaken the
small countries that bave problems with
the impcrialixls.

What is the surategy of the Pentagon,
that they think they can carry out that
policy with impunity? It is the idea of
nuclear equilibrium; their hypothesis is
that the outbrenk of a thermonuclear
war is impossible, given their massive
destructive power and the inevitability
of mutual annibilation, and that this
leaves its hand free to wage wars of an-
- other kind, conventional local wars, cam-
paigus of limited repression, cte, Well, in
the same way, we IC\’OlullOlh\HLS belicve

that the revolutionary war can be devel-

roped  without danger of nuclear war,
That is, the counterpart of the present
Hinterventionist suategy of the United
I States—Ilimited 1clnis.\ls and Jocal wars
{—is our policy ol giving [ull support 10
the wars of liberation of all the peoples
who want to f{rce themselves f{rom
imperialism.

Ecfore long, the United Swates will
find itself rcquncd to overextend iis

forces in order to fight interventionist’

cwars, ol a aniversally hateful nawure
agiinsg. ihe sevolutionary movements in

"CASTRO: All of
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thermonuclenr war readily be -
arcisingly diflicult, because neithar side
wants it the United sties will inevitae
bly lose the fight agains the revolutionary
movement anyway, simply because ob-
jective social and historical conditions
extraordinarily favor that struggle of the
underdeveloped peoples.

PLAYBOY: Since you've brought up the
subject ol “nuclear cquilibvium,” per-
haps we could discuss the Missile Cuisis
of October 1962, At what point was the
decision taken, and upon whose initia-
tive, to install Ruasmn ground-io-grouiid
nuclear missiles in Cuba?

CASTRO: Nuturally, the missiles would
not have been sent in the firsi place il

WOl

. the Soviet Union had not been prepaved
.to send them. But they wouldn’t have

been seat il we had not Jelt the need for
some measure that would uanquestion-
ably protect the counury. We made the
decision at a moment when we tought
that concrete measures were neeessary 1o
pavalyze the plans ol aggression of the
United States, and we posed this neces-
sity to the Soviet Union.

PLAYBOY: And ihe Soviet response was
simply that the missiles would be sent

. immediately?

CASTRO: Yes.

PLAYBOY: In retrospect, thinking about
all that ensued as a result of that move,
have you any regrets about the decision?
CASTRO: Actually, no.

PLAYBOY: When the U.S. and Russia
cime to an agreement that the missiles
would be 1em0\c<l did Cuba have any
influence by which she might have kept
them?

€ASTRO: It would have been at the cost
of a complete break with the Soviee

Union, and that would have been really |

absurd on our part.

PLAYBOY: But wasi't there great popular
sentiment in Cuba for keeping the
missiles? .

us were advocates of
keeping the missiles in Cuba. Furiher-
more, the possibility that the Soviee
Union would withdraw them was an alter-
native that had never entered our minds,
That doesn't mcan that we would have
opposed 1o the deatli any solution what-
soever, but we would have preferred a
maore satisfactory solution, with the par-
ticipation of Cuba in the discussions,
2LAYBOY: Whar might have been
alternative solution? )
CASTRO: At that moment, we were advo-
cates of conlronting the evenws, We el
that we had a clear right as a sovereiga
country to adopt mcasures i were
pertinent to our .defense, and we were
absolutely opposed to accepting the de-
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Uidied Stdes Lave  to prowest agadinst
those instdlacions Loere, ~while in Tuly, in
Turkey, in dhe wvicnic, ol the Soviet
Uniot, the UL S, maintains similar hascs?
Dida'e this give the Soviet Union the

ed‘Fdj;_'jR

right o do the same? Not only were we

acting within our rights but they ware
defensive measures similar 1o those thit

¢

the United States takes in other pavis of -

the woirld.

PLaYBoY: Butwhy did you [feel it was

necessary 8 cfend Guba with nuclear

missiies? You say that you [feared an
Ameridan invasion—but there was no
invasion ol Cuba being mounted at that
time; this was well known. And vou
must have realized that by allowing the
admission of nuclear missiles into Cuba
at that moment, you “were creating a
strong possibility of a nuclear conflict.

CASTRO: The danger ol apgression exist
cd, just as it now exists and will exist for
a long tme, Why did the missiles consti-
tute sccurity for us? Because the United
Staies strategy was, and is, based on nu-
clear equilibrium. Within that coucept,
the presence of missiles in Cuba would

have kept us protecied. They insured us
agaiist the danger of a local war, of -

something similar 0 what the United

States is doing in Vietnam—a war that, |

for & smaull country, can mean almost
as much destruction and death as that
of a nuclear war.

PLAYBOY: You felt that it made little

a conventional or a thermonuclear war?
CASTRO: Ou an island our size, couven-

. PLAYBOY: What was your reaction when .
" Khrushchev was removed from power?

A . A .© 1+ Were you surprised? '
difference whedier Caba was involved in &

tional weapons with the employment of -

masses of airplanes wre equivalent to the

use ol atomic weapons. We are certain ;

that such an aggression by the United
States against our country would cost us
millions. of lives, because it would mean
the inidation »f a struggle that would be
indefinitely prolonged, with its sequel
of destruction and death.

Sl L0 Norih

VOou  sav, .o
LA C3Bave aa ehyeiinn to de
claring oouhose WeLBOLy GO nol eXist
in Cuie Jafortunice. there are none.
PLAYSCY: 5o you thih « Kb ichey acted
in a higbniaded maaner toward Cuba
during the Missile (Coisis?

CASTRO: Yes. Khrusheiev had made great
gestures of friendship townrd our coun-
try. He had done things that were extraor-
dinarily helpful to us. But the way in
which he conducted himself during the
October crisis was to us a serious affront.
PLAYBOY: Until that time, you had en-
joyed rarher close pevsonal relations with
Khbrushchev, hada't you?

CASTRO: Yes. I had had very i 0 rela-
tions with him, and we maintained those
relations as much as possible alterward,
because we Lesieved, fa spite of the wrong
we had been done on that occasion, that
the maintenance of (he hest relations

. with the Sovier state and people was vital

to our revolution. Khrushchevy was still
prime minister of the Soviet Union. On
a personal level, he was always kind to
all of us. I have no doubt that he was
sympathetic toward the Cuban revolu-

L tion. But he found himsclf in a great

dilemma, facing factors related to peace
and war, and those factors were what de-
cided him, It was really a very grave re-
sponsibility that he had. In the end, it
will be history that judges his decisions,

CASTRO: Honestly, yes. T had the impres-
sion that his leadership was stable,

PLAYBOY: How do you think it happened?
CASTRO: I think it must have been brought

about by a complex of circumstances,

possibly of w. internal character: It secms
to be, also, tiint his methods of leadership

;had changec « lot and were becoming
“increasingly oriented toward a complete-

ly personal sivic. I might add that at the

~tme Khrushoey was replaced, our re-

PLAYBOY: Are you convinced that this is
ebb.

" PLAYBOY: Wiy him personally?

going to happen sooner or later?
CASTRO: I cannot be sure of what is

oing to happen sooner or later, but we
going I 3 o
. sequently witii his government.

arc very much aware that the danger ex-

Cists. I this were not so, we would not |

spend so snuch effort and money in pre-
paving our defengses.

lations wid ... had reached their lowest

CASTRO: Wit him personally and con-

PLAYBOY: \Why were relations so poor?
CASTRO: Alter the Missile Crisis, the sub-

; versive activities of the U.S. grew in-

PLAYBOY: Cani you state unequivocally '

that there are no ground-to-ground nu-
clear missiles in Cuba now?
CASTRO: [ don't have to perform that

“service for tic North American Intelli-

genees They get enough  information
through their own chanuiels.

PLAYBOY: Then you might do it as a
service for dic American people, who
don’t have access to classified reports of
U.S. Intelligence,

CASTROr I do aot wint to :.ake a dec
ssomion that might be ing, spreted as a

scuvoriation of a right, Hut if this, as

y B tized - " » : CIA-RDP75-00149R000100720013-1
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creasingly frequent, In Central America, -

a series of bases had been organized in
order fo promoi¢ aggressions against us.
All of which, rom our poiut of view,
justificd the wosition we had wken at
ihe beginning ol (e aisis. Also, Khru-
shchev's autitude aad changed, princi-
s pally because « Cuoa's Losidon toward
certain aspeets o4 his inicrnational policy.
PLAYBOY: Are you velerring o the antag-
onism he was stircing up against Red
* Ghina?

: CASTRO: Not 1o that specifically, but to

. +iie whole of hi. ", policy, begin-

L e . Ling with e Ociober Visia,
lease : GIA-RDPT5-00449R0001007 20049312 1ave

tken a tougher line with the U, 8%
CASTRO: Just that, esentiaily, The sule-
sequent  climaie of  distrust between
Khrashehev and ourselves couldd never e
compleiely overcome. But that sitwadion
has improved considerably since e
change of leadership.

PLAYBOY: At the end ol the Missile Cyi-
sis, one ol the poinis of the accord be-
tween the U.S. and the Soviet Union
was a pledge by tie U.S. that it would
not invade Guba. T vou consider that
agreement still in cnect? )

CAsTRO: That is indisputable. The agree-
ment is a matter of both face and legali-
ty. The United Staics has since alieged
that because we haven't permiited in-
spection, there is o such agreement; but
de facto, they accept it. They acknowl-
edge that the Sovict Union has fulfilled
its part of the bargain. Thus, they wee
required to [ulfill theirs, On more than
one occasion they have made declira-
tions that the agrecment docsn’t exist.
But that agreement, as I said, exists de
facto, and T can say 10 you that even
more agreements  exist  besicdes, about
which not a word has ever been said.

However, I don't think this is the occa- -

sion to speak about them. T am not writ-

ing my memoirs; I am a prime minister -

in_active service. One day, perhaps, it
will be known that the United States

made some other concessions in relation:

to the October crisis besides those that
were made public.

PLAYBOY: In a written, signed agreement?
CASIRO: It was not an agrcament in ac-

cordance with protocol. It was an agree-
ment that took place by letter and
through diplomatic contacts. .
PLAYBOY: Did the agreement have any-

thing to do with a suspension of Ameri-.

can U-2 flights over Gulbu?
CASTRO: No, because the U-2 lights con-

tinue over Cuba. And not only U-2

flights; they also take photographs {rom
their satellites, As a matter of fact, there
is in the world today a kind of universal
space observation, I don’t think theve is
any place on earth that is not perfecily
depicted. I imagine that the United

States is also perfectly photographed,
. though this is merely a supposition of

mine. But I belidve that there is not a

place anywheie in the worid beyond the |

reach of aerial surveillance. It's geting

. difficult for the ladies to take sun baths!

PLAYBOY: You have ground-to-air missiles
capable of shooting down the U-2s. Wiy
don't you? '
CASTRO:  When  those  projeciiles
turned over to Cuba by the U.S. S. R,
we made a pledge 1ot to use them except
in case of strice necessity, for the defense
of the country in case of aggression, Be-
causc we don't want to appcir in any
way as  provocatewrs, “desiving  counllict,
we have siricily abided by that pledge.
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conflict  persist Dewtween  the "United  ahey Jve seaee tanthier and ianier Jown
States and Cuba? that ouc-way streer that is the win in
CASTRO: The pz‘o\'ocmions at Guantina-  South Viemam. When a government be-
mo Bay. _ “haves like that, what security can any-
PLAYBOY: Avc you claiming that the U.S.  one have that it will not make a similar

has provoked incidents at Guantinamo?
CA3TRO: Yes. They bave a rhythm: at
times ithey are more, sometimes less, but
for some time now there have been no
cases of injury or death. That is not .
because they do not shoot occasionally.

crror in some othier pavt of the world—

- perhaps much closer 1o home?

toward our tg@ritory, but our emplace-

ments -now have better delenses;
are protected, whereas befove they were
out in ihe open. [Since the interview,
there has been at least one confirmed in-
cident of « Cuban soldicr being shot to
death in the Guantinamo perimeter. The
U.S. claimed he had crossed into the
American side; Cuba maintained  that
the man had naver leli Zaban territory
and  mobilized all its armed forces
against a possible invasion—Z~d.)
PLAY5OY: But Guantidnamo isn't a real
threar, is iz You don't expect an:
invasion from Guantinamo? -
CASTRO: We don't expect an invasion ac:
any specific piace or date, but we arve
conscious that a very real threat from the
United States will always exist. For that
reason, we sce oursclves requived to stay

they '

" the Cubans wio

PLAYBOY: Ias there been any diminution
ol countervevolutionary  activities in
Cuba. since the Missile Crisisp

‘CASTRO: No, the CIA maintins its activ-

itics incessanily and wiih all possible re-

‘sources. It woiks systematically with all

are now in the United
States, wiih e velauves and [riends of
the counteivevalationaries who are there,
trying constantly 1o organize webs of in-
formation, espionage and counterrevolu-
tion, That is unccasing and daily.. Much

~of. the news related to the activities of
- the CIA we do not make public. Many

times we kuow when
are always capturing agents, launches,
boats, radio-communication equipment.
We simply dou't give out the acws, in
order to kecep them in a state of the
greatest insccurity and confusion. They

agents come. We

- use many diflerent means. For example,
- they
- speedbonts

introduce
then  later

mother
full of

use ships 1o

agents,

- come back 1o rescue them. But because of

on guard, o devote much of our energy

and resources
defenses.
PLAYEOY: After the Bay of Pigs fiasco, do

to

strengthening our:

owr improved organization, that tactic
has become more and more uncertain.
They arc now using the method of

“infiltrating people. When they come to

you reuily think the United States will

support another invasion of Cuba?
CAsiRO: The policy of the United Staies

-~ from

is modeled ou interventionism aund ag-:

gression. It is logical that we should

always be very suspicious. On that ac

count, we have to behave as il that could .
happen any day, We are also -conscious,
however, that i is not an casy thing for
the United States to launch an attack
against us. First, because it would have
to employ large forces and cope with a
long war in our country, to become cn-
tangled in a swruggle that would never
end.
would expose them to very serious inter-
national complications, and they must
know very well the things that can hap-

In the second place, because it !

pen as a result of an invasion of Cuba,

for the Soviet’ Union has a- very firm,
very definite stand regarding Cuba. So-
the U. 5.
than to win, and in the long run it would -
not be able in so domg to stop the revo- -
luuon.ny movement in other areas. ;
PLAYBOY: I[ that is s0, why do you feel;

would have much more to lose

there is a danger of a U. 8. invasion? ..
CAsTRO: The United States also knows

how risky the intervention is in Vieinam; |

it knows the disadvancagcs and the dan-

gers to whichi it exposes itsell in havi. g

1

o battle against an association of st pe--

vior forces on the other side of the \mxld
Never thcles;, against all logzc, comrary
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pick them up, they don't come straight
the ouwside, but place a well-
camoullaged launch ar a rendezvous
along the coust with the fuel and all
written instructions coucerning its han-
dling and the route to follow, Later, they
tell the people where they have to go to
find the launch. We have captured quite
a number of these Jaunches.

PLAYBOY: What do you do with the
agents you capiure?

CASTRO: The same thing we did with the
prisoners caprured at the Bay of Pigs.
PLAYBOY: How many political prisoners
are you holding at the present time?
CASTRO: Although we usually do not give
this kind of information, I am going
to make an exception with you. I think
there must be approximately 20,000, [Ac-
cording to 7'fme (October 8, 1963), the
number is closer to 50,000.—£d.] This

‘number comprises all those sentenced by

revolutionary tribunals, including not

'only those scntenced on  account of

pcoplc during Batista's regime,

counterrevolutionary activities but also
those sentenced for offenses against the
and
many cases that have nothing to do with
political activities, such as embezzlement,
theft or assault, which because of their
character were translerred to  revolu-
tion:\ry tribunals,  Unflortunacely, we
are going 10 have counterrevolutionary
pnsoncxs fov wany years to come,

PLAVOGLYD Wy
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are no neuralst there wre oy pirtiss
ol the revolution or cnemies of it Iu
every great revolutionary process it hie
happened like this—in the Freneh Reve.
lution, in the Russian Revolution, in our
revolution, I'm not speaking of uprisings
but of processes in which great sacial
changes take place, great class strugzics
involving millions ol persons. We are in
the mlddlc of such a struggle. While it
lasts, while the counterrevoludion exisis
and is supportcd by the United States:
while that country organizes groups for
espionage and sabotage, wics to [orm
bands of invaders, infiltrates hundveds of
people .into our territory. sends bomibs,
explosives and arms: while the counuer

“revolution has that .suppm(——-—m en though

its force will grow weaker and weaker—-
the revolutionary wibunals will have to
exist in order to punish those who under-
take si.cn activities against the revolution,

It would be a good thing il the citi.
zens of the United States would think
about the great responsibility that the
CIA and the U.S. Government bear to-
ward those prisoners. In the case of the
invasion at the Bay of Pigs, the revolu-
tion was kiud o the invaders, It exccuted
only those who had committed atrocities
in the past, individuals who had car
ried out an infinity of torwires and mur-
ders against revolutionaries during the
struggle against Batista, and who later
Jomcd the mercenarics, Ouly against
them, as against those convicted of simi-
lar offenses in the warcrimes trials
following the revolution, was the most
severe law applicd. As for the others, we
could have kept them in prison for 20 or

30 years. However, on the initiative of

the revolutionary government, the for-
mula of indemnity for their release was
established. Tt was, in a certain sense, a
moral act, obliging the United States to
pay an indemnity for the damage they

. had done us.

PLAYBOY: Was the indemnity fully paid?
CASTRO: No; actually, somcthing  hap-
pened there. A bad precedent, 1 would
say, because they didn’t pay the whole
of the indemnity, cither in quantity or iu
quality. Trusting in the scriousncss of
the Red Cross, we assumed cerfain risks
in giving [reedom to all the prisoners he-
foxc they had finished paying all the in-
demnity. We even gave [reedom o somie

" North Americans who weren’t included

in the negotiations. Donovan [Jumes B.
Donovan, the New York lawyer who ne-
gotiated personally with Castro for the
release of the Bay of Pigs prisoners,.—
£id.] asked particularly that we (ree them
without waiting until the indemiity had
been [ully paid. And afterward it turned

~out that Donovan didn't I vc cnough

power to fulfill his commitr .caus. T don't
blame him, but I do blar ¢ the Governs

ment of the United Staic., because it dist
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against other North American cdurzens
who might one day find themselves in a
simiice siaation, I think that they have
losi miove dhan we have.

PLAYZOY: How much of the indemnity
do vou claim remains unpaid?

CASTRO: We uive caleulated that they
paid a total of $40,000,000 out of a otal
of $62.0040,0hi0 that was promised. A lot :
of medicil equipment was not sent, and |
they didn't keep their word about many !
-of the. 1m.:iac;.'.v£sgégxtlxcr i quality or in .
GUABLILY. v A

Aaoraing to the American
Red Cross, 2 towal indemnity promised
was 555.000.,000, of which §49,500,905
was vaids the balance, a spokesman ex-
o ~cnt to delray “'crating and
souprag’ costs, They deny Casiro's al
legations about medicines and medical
cquipment.—Z£d.) For that reason, we
have relused to listen to any U.S. pro-
posals intended to help other people
imprisoncc for crimes against the revo- .
lution. I. must be remembered that the
Governument of the United States is ac
countable not only for those who came
in the invision, which was a very clear
and very direct involvement, but also for |

- thousands of men who are imprisoncd
beeause they had ealisted in the organ-
izations of the CIA, These people will
come out of prison only by virtue of the
revolutionary government's rchabilita-

. tion plans, since the United States is un-
.able to oiler them any hope of freedom.
PLAYBOY: You once stated that if the
"U.S. Government would agree to cease
fostering counterrevolution in Cuba, you
would consider irecing the majority, if
not all, of your political prisoncrs, Has
your position changed on this matter? (
- CASTRO: W¢ made that proposal because
we believe that the counterrevolutionary
activity direcied and encouraged by the
United Siates is the fundamental cause
of the existing tensions and, therelore, of
the measures that we find oursclves |
obliged to take. I am certain that with- '

out the support of the United States, |
there would be no counterrevolution. I
the counterrevolution ends, the necessity !
.of kceping many of the counterrevolu- -
“tionaries in prisou will end, too. Thanks
to our rehabilitation program, I have no
“doube that muuy of these men will come
“to be revoluiionaries themselves,
PLAYBOY: Wi kind of rehabilitation?
CASTZO: “Thiere are-two kinds. One is for
<. persons Lving in vural aveas who collabo-
‘rated  with  the  counterrevolutionary
bands that were operating in the Escam-
jbrny mounlains. These cases were not
sent to rison; they were transferred to
“agricultural work for a period of one to |
Wo years on granjas [state {arms—~Ed.]."
During the period of time between their
arrest and their release, the revolutionary
government "has taken care of all ithe
neceds of their {amilies. Upon their final

release, thcy have been and are being .

' Sanitized - Abb"roved' For Release : CIA-RDP75-00149R000100720013-1
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Bovenacee e othier type ol rehabilis
o o s do with ciaes of persuas
under seivcnee Tor offenses against the
people uiing the time of Batista's tyran-
ny, as wean as with those sentenced for
counterrevaluiionayy offenses since 1939,
Their rehubiiitation has three stages:
first, the pariicipiiion of the sentenced
person in agriculi..ul work, study and
other activiiiva: a second stage in which he
is allowed o visit Lis family periodically;
and « :hive .age when he is paroled.
PLAYEDY: Mot puedal institutions with
rchabiliiatic. programs concentraie on
teach: ing sl cralts, clerical skills and
business acinlnistration, Why do you
place suchi cmphasis on agricultural
waining?

CASTRO: You must understand what agri-
culturai development means to our coun-
try. It meses the Guickest satisfaction of
the fundi.. ‘utal needs of the people:
food, clo.l.. .x and shelter. It means the
immediate atilizaidon of the major nat-
ural resources that our country possesses,
PLAYBOY: What arc they?

CASTRO: The resources of our soil and of
our climate. Our being sitdted in a
semitropical zone offers us exceptional
conditions for cultivating certain crops.
Tor exarapic, there is no other country in
the world, in my opinion, that has the
natural ceiditions for the production of
sugar canc ihat Cuba has. We also possess
exceptionu. zonditions for livestock pro-
duction. We are able to make use of
pastures all year round, and I think our
per-acre productivity of meat and milk
can be double that of any industrialized
country of Europe; likewise, tropical

Creaa hory it

* fruits, which are becoming more and

more in demand in the world. We also
have good conditions for growing winter
vegetabies, fibers and precious woods,
including some types that are found only
on our soii. With these natural resources,

i and with a relatively small investracent in

farm machinery, seeds, fertilizers and¢
insecticides, and with the labor of the
people, we will be able in a very short
time to rccover our investments and at
the saine time obtain a considerable
surplus .or exporiation,

Of cowrse, the. possibilitics of which 1
am speaxing also existed hefore the revo-

“ludon. That is, the natural conditions

were the scane, What was lacking? Mar-
kets. We lacked both internal and exter-
nal markets. Almost all our rade was
with the Unied States. In a sense, this
originally had a natural basis—that is, it
was an exchange of products that Cuba
casily produced and the U.S. needed
{or products that tie U. S, produced and
Cuba nceded, But it had been deformed
by a scries of wariff privileges for Ameri-
can goods that the U.S. had imposed
upon Cuba. In this way, Nortix American

d"Fbr'Re‘I’eas_e"! ClIA-RDP75-00149R000100720013:1.....
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Naturadiy, we oncued up o diie
with the rest of the world; but usider woe
circunistances, it was fur below the e
potential, and this caused the compleie
siagnation of our economic development,
In the last 80 years before the twinmph
of the revolution, the population of
Cuba doubled. Yet in 1930, 7,000,000
people were living on the income from _
practically the same amount of sugar ex-
ports as when we had only 3,506,000

inhabitants.  An  enormous uncmploy-

aae

business interests here  were sending
back to the U.S. $100,000,000 a year
more in profits than we were receiving
during the last ten years before the revo
lution. Thus, the little underdeveloped
country was aiding the big industrialized
country.

If you came to Flavana in those days,
you saw a city with many businesses,
many ncon signs, lots of advertisemeis,
many automobiles. Natuvally, this could
have given the jmpression of a certain
prosperity; but what it really significd
was that we were spending what small
resources were lelt 1o us to support an cle-
gant life for a tiny minority of the poDu-
lation. Such an image of prosperity was
not true of the interior of Cuba, where
the vast majority of the people needed .
running water, sewers, roads, hospitals,
schools and transportation, where hun-
dreds of thousands of sugar  workers
worked only three or four months a year
and lived in the most horrible social
conditions imaginable, You had a para-
doxical situation in which these who
produced the wealth were precisely the
ones who least benefited [vom it. And the
ones who spent the wealth did not live in
the countryside, produced nothing and
lived a life that was soft, leisurely and
proper to the wealthy. We had a wealthy
class, but not a weaithy country.

That {alse image of prosperity, whiclh
was really the prosperity of onc small
class, is the image that the United States
still tries 1o present of Cuba before the
revolution—to show how deprived our
people are today. They try to hide not
only the true image ol what is huppening -
in Cuba today but also the truc image of
the prerevolutionary cpoch, the image of
terrible cconomic and social conditions
in which the vast majority of the counury
lived. Naturally, we have not made this
majority rich since the revelution, but
we have extraordinarily improved the
conditions of their lives. We have guar-
anteed them medical assistance wt all
times: we have blotted out illiteracy, and
we have offeved facilities and oppoviuni.
ties for study to everybody, childion as
well as adulis, Teus of thouvunds of
housing units huve been built, as well as
numerous Rhiglhiwiys, rouds, streets, parks,
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full empio saent—in short, everything , produced move sugar; we
wages, wnd insicad of closing sugar cen- -

that is within our means to improve the!
living conditions of this vist mnjority,f
although all his bas happcued to the |
detriment of the luxurious life that the
minority once jed here. !
PLAYZOY: Aud all of this has been ac-
complished by developing Cuba's agri-
culture rather than its industry?

€ASTRC: Yes. Should we continue work--
ing toward the solution of our problems,
the satislacjgi of our needs, the growth
of our economy by investing hundreds
of millions of pesos in costly industrial
insiallations? These take years to build
and to begin production and, morcover,
require thousands upon thousands of
qualified engincers and workers, simply !
in order 1o produce a few articies of !
which there is already an excess in the |
world. Or should we take advantage of :
our nacural resources and, utilizing the |
hundreds of thousands of men and |
women capable of doing simple tasks,
begin creating wealth rapidly with a
minimum of investments, producing ar-
ticles of which there is a great shortage
in the world? :

Fruic is scarce, for example; vegetas
bles are scarce, at least during certain
times of the year; mcat and milk are ’
scarce; sugar is scarce. In short, foad is
scarce in the world, and the population
of the world is growing at a rate !
much greater than that at which the |
production of foodstufls increases. Con- '
sequently, a country that develops the !
production of foodstuffs along scientific |
lines, as our country is now doing, will
produce something for which there is an :
unlimited need. To the degree that nu- |
merous areas of the world become more
and more industrialized, the position of
the food-producing countries improves, '
because it is easier for an industrialized
country to produce an automobile than -
to produce a Lull.

So we have come to the conclusion
that our main source of immediate re-
turis lies in agriculture, in which we
must invest our present resources while
we are preparing the people for the de
velopment of other lines of industry that
will require a higher level of technique’
and investment. This means that untl
the year 1970, we will devote ourselves
fundamenially 10 the development of ;
agriculture. Bewween now and 1970, we !
will actuilly double our dollar exports. T
believe that no’ other counury in Latin
America has that immediate prospect,
Our commerce is growing; confidence i

'
'
i

our cconomy is being strengthened, and

AN

at this moment, when priccs {or sugays on

the world market are lower that. cver

before, in Cuba there are no aryoffs of -
laborers, nor centers of sugar "oduction
shut down, nor lowering of wages such
as in Peru, in Brazil, in Si o Domingo
——which in great measu.¢ caused the

CASTRO:
SStates oL s
thoth ag o
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vaised |

hive

ters. we are fnercaaing ihe planting of

sagar cane wad tae namber of sugar
~oows us 1o do this? The:.

mills, Wi
VESE Marked i we have for sugar—in

the Soviet Uiiion, a the other Socialist .

countries of Fuvone and Asia that need

sugar ind i, o Lae same time produce -

HUMCIous arc.ies viat we need.

PLAYBOY: \Whit ..ove been the effects of

the U.S. blockinwe on Cuban overseas
trade?
CASTRO: The o .t of the American

blockade has bee. 1o require us o work
harder and he..or.

PLAYBOY: Fus it Leen effective?

CASTRO: Tt has been efective in favor of
the revolution. ‘

PLAYBOY: Arcn't you now trading with

Trance, Japan, Canada, England, Traiy

and other ..i-Communist countries, and

even plaiiay o expand (his commerce’ |

‘o, wie—and the United
. ohe pressures it can,
cad governmeints of those

tguinst the commercial

W

ey

countrics

ccompanics that mrade with us, to cut off

this trade, [Not confirmable—FEd.] But
what happens Why do all the other
countrics e with us? Because they
undersiaiia diii the policy of the U.S,
is a policy ¢ suicide. Beaause those coun-
wries, [ai Coni foliowing the United States
in not iy w..a the Sociulist camp,
are trac.az @mone wad more with it and
are fillii g the vacwam the United States
leaves with its restrictive policy on such
trade,

PLAYBOY: DBut except [or Red China,
Albania, North Vicmam, North Korea
and Cuba, the U. S. does trade with the
Communist nations..

€AsTRO: Those are fairly significant cx-

ceptions. The Socialist camp, including -

China, is made .3 of more than a billion

human beings. It i» a gigantic market. It -

is absurd st any counwry that has ma-

turity and ex; -.lence should abandon
such an opporiwiity. By renouncing the

[ullest possibilities of sclling to the vast

is following a course conirary 1o its own
cconomic inicrests, The United States
doesn’t wiait i wvade with China, so Ja-

pan inercases L inde with China; Eng-

with
Wit
osdoesitt want to wade

ind  Increases Dy trade Cliina;
France
The Udived 5o
with e~

TCASONS i, .

FOCovas v oo e

that has suy «cied the redevelopment of

the Europ .. ceoaomy, is the increasing '

tracde of \W
Uaion,

carope with the Soviet

[1.. .5 does wade non-

“strategic gooas with the Soviet Union,

but the amenir. is minuscule, Late last

year, howeves. Oresident Johuson asked

AR

Ghina,

-du4AaRa00 b0 A0 3
gl 4

vt e
Covcc e vasar Wil the vest of the wee, ia
Wit b done with Cuba evary diie o
TCOuLtieang wakes place. 1 so, the time wilt
comre when it will have to break off trade
relicions widh the largest part oi he
*wockds Witii two or three billion human
beo s Nooless seli-destructively, the
Unidted Sties engages in a species of in-
teraationai aid that makes it the vicuim
ol i dinds of cconomic bluckmail, In
SULvorl ob its repressive policy against
lieadon movements, it finds itsell re-
~quir.id 10 expend cnormous sums, The
. benciciaries of that aid, understanding
i the U.s. panic about revoiutions, make
' the ciassic demand, "“Your mouncy or com-
‘munist,” and almost always get their
 pay-oii—uiuch of which gocs to line the

LN ITR TN Yoy,

[ SRS PO

to huip thir people.

The only thing that can resolve the
problenis of hunger and misery in the
underdeveloped countries is revolution
—revoliion that really changes sociul
structures. vhat wipes out social bonds,
i:hnt puis an end to unnecessary costs

«nd expendgiwres, to the squandering of
resources:  revolution that allows the
people of underdeveloped nations to de-
vote themselves to planned and peaceful
work. A time will come when the Uniwed
PStates will understand that only those

countries in which a revolution has taken -
: plice are in a position to fulflill their

international financial obligations.

PLAVEOY: You spoke carlicr of prerevolu-
tiouury Havana as an overdeveloped city
in an underdeveloped country. But to-
day it looks to most visitors like a’ crum-
bling velic. Tts streets, which have fallen
inio disrepair; are almost cinpty of wil-
fic; its buildings are run-down; iis public
rutilities are ineflicient; its housing short-

e 1

cages are acute. If Cuba can’t maintain its
town capital city, how can it be expectedd
fulfill  its  international  financial
ions?

(€l A modern city has many ex-
jresest o wmaintain Havana ar the same

{0

G

Clever as before would be detrimental w
markets in the Socialist cump, the U.S.

W aiy 16 be done in the interior of the
couniry. For that reason, Havana must
i neaessarily suler this process of disuse, of
ficeerioraiion, until cnough resources can
we wrovided. Of course, everything that's
coaitial will be mken care of in Hava-
Dot e pulnic services—transportation,

[ Wier, seweruge, stiects, parks, hospitals,
< adorg yer one of the ! sl
n.gh leve: of the Euro-
pean econoniy. oue of the major lacrors |

ool Bur construction of new
sy—like those" lavish  skyscrapers
that were wuilt befove the revolution, 1o
the dewivit of the interior of the coun-
twy—has seen discontinued for the time
being. Morcover, under the Urban Ree

ocxeis of the blackmailers rather than
p )

formv Law of 1960, all venty were re-

ducee and many people are now paying
no rent ai il
PLAYuLY: iow does the law work?

.
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itrecnts Secoand, peoplde Tiving
o howses oo Bad een baile 20 yoars or
tore belore 1960 were required 1o pay
rese Tor anly five more years. Ta the
more maodern buildings, they would have
to pay lougev, up to a maximum of 20
years for the most recent oncs. Third, in
all new housiag, the occupants pay a flag
rent of 1en pereent of the [amily income.,
At the end of 1963, the first Ave years of
the Urban Reform were concluded, and
around 30 pergent of the urban popula-

NIEER S T

tion then &Wied their own homes and.

ceased paying vent. One result of this is
that. wban {amily incomes have in-
creased by tens of millions of pesos.
PLAYBOY: Iui there is still a severe hous
ing shorge in Havana, isu't there?
Welve tewd about couples who have
been cugnaed for two or three years and
are stilj g with their families, wait-
ing for an wpartment 1o become available
%0 thae they can get married,

CASTRO: Ii the resources were invested
in the consiruction of the housing re-
quired to satisly the needs of Havana, all
the rest of the islund would have to be
sacrificed.  Morcover, the number of
young persons who have jobs today and
arc leading their own lives has consid-
erably increased. Before, it was Very rare
for a boy 17 or i8 years old 1o be think-
ing ol getting niarried. Many young
people had to wait till they finished thejr
studics ar the usiversity, and many oth-
ers had to wait until they could find a
job. Today, the boy works and the girl
works. So the number of marriages, as

~well as the sumber of “births, has -in..

creased considerably.

PLAYBOY: 1s the scarcity of living quar-
ters in i cities one ol the reasons you
have peraiitied the continuation of that
old Cubun instituiion, the posada [a
governnmentrun chain of motellike estale-
lishmens where young
to-mike fove—{or'n nominal fee
questions asked—£id, )z

CASTRO: Well, that is a much more com-

and no

Cuban couples go’

d.""#\ M\Réieas-%fv\ ibTAlF{D‘P'?Q.O0”149R‘000]10@7290(71c;;'lfl.\ SITE
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CASTRO: | ii..:
veligious i
ancinfluence,
customs, wiijc.:
than, for

SN ot only o omaier ol
ceave which naturadly have
el adso of watadn Spaniish
SYCSEICter i thas I'C?\Z)CC(
e des Anclo-Saxon  tradi-
tions. Nattri . tiose ceinters to which
you refer have ivcon in Goeration because
they satisfy a soind need, Closing them
would make sense. Bue what has
definitely  been lought is  prostitution.
That is a vicious, cotrupt, erucel thing, a
dead weight that generally affects wom-
ci ol humble ovigin, who for un infinite
number of economic and social reusons
wind up in that life. The revolution has
been climinuting i, not in an abrupe,
drastic, radical way, but progressively,
trying o give cmployment and educa.
tional opportunitics to the women so that
they might learn other skiils that would
permit them to work and curn their liv-
ing in a different manner, This has ad-
vanced slowly but very cffectively, This,
too, raises the [fuiure necessity ol ap-
proaching the problems of sexual relu
tions in a diflerent way., But we believe
that these are problems of (he [uture,
and they are problems that canno he
determined by dearee—not st ali. 1 he
lieve that people are developing  new

e

concepts as a result of a more scientific

training, ol a sazierion culwre, of the
abolition of certuin prejudices; and all
this is wking place gradually, as has
happened in other countrics,

PLAYBOY: We have heard that dogmatic
ideological indoctrination is
you call the “superior culure” with
which Cuba's younger gencration s De-
ing instilled—un indoctrination  thae
brands “deviationisi" thinking as sul.
versive and countervevoludonary. Ic this
true?

CASTRO: The education of the siudents
depends mostly upon ihe level of train-
ing and capability of the reucher, That

is, it is noL a question of policy. Bur it's:
which we

true that the conditions under

part of what

« with
CCDICE GHE L.

their capicity .o tink ayd 1o judge for
themselves,

PLAYBCY: iow do you veconcile thag view
e o that a Young man canno:

cersity in Guba unless he gy

a rC\'()}min.i..ry?

CASTRO: Weil, there is no reguiation (o
that effect, but there is a poiicy that is
applied through the scudents’ organizi-
tons ‘that requives at Jeast that one

:not be countervevolutonary, To wrain

Ca aniversitv-educaied
- thousands upon thousands of pesos. Wio

i tionaries, But 1 boy doesn't have to be

TPLAYESY: s this

technician  costs

pays for that? The people. Should we
train technicians who are Inter going to
leave to work i the Unied States? I
don't believe iha is right. In making this
expendituve, the counwry has (he vight 1o
puarantee tat i is taining technicians
who are going to serve (he couniry, The
lwwure intcllectuals or (he country are
being educated in the Geovrsily, ang
without any hesitution, we must oy (o
see that those intellecwuals are revolu.
a
Marxist-Leninist in order to study at the
university, For example, a Cawholic boy
can curoll; a Protestant boy cin curoll,
PLAYBOY: To. what extent docs the cur-
riculum in Cuban schools include politi-
cal indoctrination?

CASTRO: What you call political indociri-’

aation would perhaps be more corvecily
called  social education: afier all, our
children are being educated 1o live in
Communist society. From an carly age,
they must be discouraged from every
cgotistical [celing in the enjoymient of
material things, such as the sepse of indi-
vidual property, and be encouraged to-
ward the grewest possible common clfore
and the spivi: of cooperation, Thevefore,
they musi receive not ouly instruction of
a scicnshe kind bue also cducation for
sociai Iic and a broad general culwure,

are exposed selected from a political

" point of view?

have lived are st normal ones; they are,

CASTRO: Of course, some knowledge is of

a universal kind, but other subjects that

a -

“culiure” o which ‘they -

C e

()

ylex )‘O)C‘Im. I don't know whether you conditions ol igient chiss _sippoole oo deiibint T T DY a
A AL b £ w2 2 PTOD. CLBLCS OF 10Ci O Judgments, of ¢mo- definite conception. For instance, history
The problem of the posadas  tions, All this can contribute 1o the . cannot be taught as a simple repetition

lem, too.
poses a serics of questions of 2 Iniman
kind that will have 1o be analyzed in the
future. Tradidons and customs can clash
somewhat with new sociul realities, and
the problems of sexual relations f youth
will requive more scientilic atention. But

the discussion of that problem has not

yeu been muade the order of (he day. Nei-
ther  customs  nor traditions  can  be
changed easily, nor can they be dealt
with superficially. T believe  that new
realities—social, economic and cultaral
—will determine new conditions and

new concepts of human reladions,
PLAYBOY: Concepts shorn of the strice
religious taditions that sl [orm the

areation of a certain atmosphere of in-
hibition. However, (his wis aot what we
were concerned
What concerned s much more was ty
open schools in Pinces where there were

“no schools, 1o provide teachers where

there were no teichers, simply to teach
the ABGs. I :ihink the time has conie,
however, 10 begin addressing  ourselves
scriously o thie problem you've iuised,
which is now bccoming‘ very s eievant,
indeed. We niust muke Sy
children now in clementar school, who
are going to be the Tutu intellectuals,
the future citizens of our wounuy, should
not be educued in dogmatic way,

of events that have occurred without

13

. . ,
about in those first days, -

. ciety, and, of course, in

that the ’

any
imcz'rcl:uiomhip, in an accidenial Wiy,
We have a scientific conception of histo-
ry and of the development of human so-
some  subjects
there s and will be influence by our
philosophy.

PLAYBOY:
sucl subjecis as art and literature, and
W Criucisag, ron, the Marxist point of
Vi s

CAZiRO: We luve very few qualified
people @iy yet who could even try Lo yive
# Marxist interprewtion of the problems
of arw. Bui as 1 revolutionany, it is my un.
derstanding, that one of our [ ;

Is there an atempe o tweach .

ContTnuad
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o more than

NS Wi made in the
sndied Saies, yes, but within the sys-
sgainst il ‘The system is some-
aing sacred, unieachable, against which
only i« few genuine and intransigent ex-
ceplions dare o express themselves. 1
admit that our press is deficient in this

CiCINBS are

Wi, nol

“respect. T don't believe that this lack of

“ment, and
~lean
" PLAYBOY: Docs that mcan you will per-

crincnsm is a heildhy thing. Rather, dis-
sent is a very useful and positive instru-
thigk that all of us must

10 make xs: of it

“mit cviticin ol che revolution?

Cthwe

CASTRO: (lr.ticism, yes—but not work in
service of the enemy or of the

Ccomnerrevolution,

\Who is to decide which criticism
and which is counter-

PLAYBOY:
is constructive
revolutionary?
€A57RO: The party decides, the political
power, the reveludonary power. You
must undersiand  that we are in the
midst of a more-or-less open war; under
such circumstances, all else must be sub-
ordinated (o the siruggle for survival,
PLAYBOY: LEven [reedom of speech?
CASTRO: When the United States has been
faced with similar cmergencies, what
they have alwwys done is to repress

- without counsideradon all those who op-

poscd the interests of the country while
it was at war,

. PLAY8OY: That certainly isn't true of the

o signs of

: ures will actually disappear. Uatil then,

war in Viewam.

CASTRO: That isu't a declared, total war.
When you were at war against the Na-
zis, however, you had such a policy. In
any case, when we no longer live under
what amounts 0 a state of siege, when
the U.S. woandons its imperialistic de-
“liberating” CGuba, the causes
that require sucii severe repressive meas-

it would not pay to delude oursclves that
journalism can bave any function more
important than that of conwibuting wo

. the politicai and revolutionary goals of

i journalists. I
: controls

©yoice in

our couniry. Wec have a program, an
objective to {ulfill, and that objective
essentially countrols the acnvny of the
would say that it essentially
the labor of all intellectual
workers, I'm not going to deny it.
PLAYBOY: This brings up a commonly
held view in the U.S. that you are an
absolute dicuitor, that not only intellec-
tuals but the Cuban people have no
voice in their government, and that there
is no sign that this is going to change.
Would you comment?

CASTRO: As [ar as the people having a
government is concerned, we
are Marxists and look upon the state as
an instrument ol the ruling class to exer-

 cise power. In Cuba, the ruling class

1967
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posed ol the besi men from Winoag { 2
We organize our party with tae partici-
pation of ali the workers in ali the felds
of labor, who express their opindons in a
completely free way, in assemblies,
posing and supporiing those they believe
should be members of the party or op-
posing those they believe should not be,
You also asked about power concentrat-
ed in one person. The question ist In
leading the people, have T acted in a uni-
lateral manner? Never! All the decisions
that have been made, absolutely all of
them, have been discusged among the
principal leaders of the revolution. Never
would I ha\c\fdl satisfied with a single
measure il it had been the result of a
personal decision. Furthermore, I have
learned from experience that one must
never be absoluicly certain that the deci-
sions he makes or the ideas he cherishes
are always corvect. Ofien one can have a
point of view that leaves aut certain fac-
tors or consicerntions, And there is noth-
ing more uscivi or positive or prictical,
when a decision s going to be made on
an importis ihian hearing every-
body else’s i

In the . days, decisions - were
made in corstation withe the difTerent
political lewdors oi the varvious organizas
tions. Toward ic end of 1960, ui. S
revolutionury «.g.nizations were coindil-
dated under a direciornte, and never has

s,

N,

“a decision beci made without that growp

being in agrarincsi. I Not conflirmable—
Ld.] It is vue tisa the directorate was
limited ac the oxinaing, that it was not
completely representative, But when the
criticism of scciarianism was made, it was
enlarged and ade more represcntative,
We are conscious that our leadership is
still not sulliciciuy represenintive, how-
ever, We are invoived at this moment in
the task ol orgianizing the party and its
Central Committee. This is the next step,
which-we will take in order 1o establish
in a real and (ormal way the broadest and

.most representative leadership possible.

So if you muulvze the whole history of
the revolutionury process, you see that,
moving towird institutional
forms ol persoisal power, we have been
taking more aud more steps away [rom
it: firse, by uniting existing organizations;
later, by creating the organisms of lead-
ership. And we will follow this course
until we have {inished creating, in a
formal, institutional way, a method of
collective leadership, We would not con-
sider oursclves responsible men il these
same concerns about the future were not
foremost in all our minds.

If we are going 1o speak about per-
sonal power, I might jwoint out that in
no other country in the workl, not even
under absoluwe monareiics, has there
ever been suchi o high degree of power
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whom vou Gl President ol oven
take the couitry into a thermonudcar
war without having to consuit the Con-
gress. There is no case like it in his-
tory. He intervenced in Victam on iy
own decision. He intervened in Smnto
Domingo on his own decision. Thus, that
functionary you call President is the
most complete expression of the dictator-
ship of a class that on occasions exercises
itsell by conceding uruly absolute powers
to one man., Why don’t you North Amer-
icans think a little about these questions,
instcad of accepting as an irrefutable
truth your own definition of democracy?
Why don't you analyze the realities and
the meaning of your catch phrases, in-
stead of repeating them mechanically?
We honestly consider our system infinitely
more democratic than that of the United
States, because it is the genuine expres

sion of the will of the vast majority of the -

country, made up not of the rich but of
the poor.

PLAYBOY: The Amciican system of gov-
ernment expresses the will of the majoric
ty through a President and a Congress
clected by rich and poor alike. How do
Cuba's perople express their will?
CASTRO: By sivuggling and  fighting
against oppression. They vevealed it in
the Sierra Macsiva by deleating the well-
cquipped army of Batista. They revealed
it onn Girén Beach [the Bay of Pigs—£d.}
by destroying the mercenury invaders,
They revealed it in the Escambray in
wiping out the counterrevolutionary
bands. They reveal it constandly, in every
public demonstration that the revolu-
tion organizes with the multitudinous
support ol the masses. They have re
vealed it with their firm support of the
revolutionary government in the face of
America’s economic blockade, and by the
fact that there are hundreds of thousana
of men ready to die in the delense oi
their revolution,

PLAYBOY: But if Cuba is not a dictator-
ship, -in what way ave your people able
wo effectively influence the leadership?
CASTRO: There is & mutual influence of
the people over the leaders and of the
lcaders over the pcople. The first and
most important thing is to have genuine
affection and respect for the people. The
people can [cel that, and it wins them
over. Sometimes the leaders have to take
responsibilities on their own; sometimes
they have to walk at the head of the
people. The important thing is the iden-
tilication of the leaders with the aspiva-
tions and the emodons of the people.
There are many ways ol establishitig this
identification. The best way of wil is 1o
maintain the most immedic » contact
possible with the masses.

PLAYBOY: The hevo worshi- they (eel for
you, in the opinion of ..amy outsiders

Sanltlzed Approved For Release : CIA-RDP75- 00149R000100720013 1
CTontTnued

4

S e e e i A 5 4, e« R et 1 e e+




NI GRS O W it 'iu'();‘)u C

cone oi :he first laws
. revoluiion,

Cbusiness i

T T T T TeCC IO Vo
crehlie vallives frs oomvani-
by

AMASR TS T

EERNETERN

abitacesy

i \'n‘.l ..S'ahi‘fihzleﬂ

and pubiic ouilding?

CASTRO: 1 <on't snow whether you are

aware thai one of the first laws passed
by the revilationary government, follow-
ing a prouosal of mine, was an edict
against crecting statucs 1o any living
leader or putting his photograph in gov-
ernment offices. That same law pro-
ceblied gving the name of any living
PACET G ARy Mect to any park. o aay
wwnin Juba I believe that nowhere eise,
under circumsiances such as ours. has a
simuiar resolution been passed, and it was
approved by the

Now you will sce, in many homes and

“schools ana ablic places, a small photo-

graph in & Nide frame on the bookshelf
or a corner of dic desk. But where do
most ol chese photographs come from?
From magazines, {rom newspapers, {rom
posiers - connecied with  some  public

fmeeting. Some people have even done a
pliotographs, printing the
,ones they like and selling them in the _
“street. Bur all of dhis has taken place—

and anyiody can verily it—without any
official initimuive whatever. The fact that
there ave : hotographs in homes has been
a compleiely voluntary and spontancous

Jthing among the people. We could have

sclected some photographs and printed
hundreds oi" thousands of them and dis-
wibuted tliem systematically, but this
+8 1m0t been done, because I am not
interested in e

And permit me 1w say, finally, that I

pdon't expericice any personal satisfac-
LUGa whatsoevee when T read some of the
Meering guadities thae are atributed to

mMe in e wress. I have never spent a sin-

" gle second I pleasure over, such things.-

I can i
have no in
this is a .aitive hing. Because, as a
generad rule, power corrupts men. It
mukes hen. cgolstical; it makes them

< in aldl sincerity that they

seliish. Fortwaately, this has never hap- -

pened o me, and I don't think it will.
Vary honesily, T can say thae nothing sat-
isiics me more than sccing that every
day things depend less and less on me,
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artmncee for me. And I think -
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- éAS'i‘RO: S extent, pevhaps princi- us II(.“lh'\;\‘ ready one thie 1':'\x>.h:‘-
Vi s farnierst buin nersonal  ton, 1 Lo s oovi
! . [ T .
-t W Ce s Lo ST BOnnes, dieas b r e N
S ey et e widh great nanadness our good Howe ddan't
i wovery fviendiy and informal way— ke sieps to thae ey would not
woch means that chis mystical business  depend wholiv o the wils of only one
-y decsn’t exist in person. Far from man, il we dian’t ke steps 1o make it
ar ki reverence, there is a certids depend on i collective will of he
o dug o camiliavity, nation?
o #80Y: In this [umiliarity enhanced by I'm not uviny, eut of modesty, 1o di-
o ohe thousirds of jdealized, inspirational  minish the roic it has been wy forwune to
l portiais .  shiGaogiaphs of you posted  play. But [ sizcerely helieve that the
L promiuciyin ncarly every Cuban home  merits of (he individual are always fow,
1]

because there ave adways exiwenal factors
that play o inuch more important role
than his own characier in determining
what he does. it wauld he lypocrisy [or
me to tell you it . don't have a high
opinion o! mvwwin Most wen do. But I
CAn sy Wil L Ty taal Tam abo
very sell-cviticn. bestow
upon e

E)L‘T.’ oS ‘(\\\\::‘H\
cause it canno: e i Loy other Wiy,
There is a ki oi mechanism in the hu-
man mind that 1ends to create symbols
in which it conecnimtes irs sentiments,
By wanslorming men inco symbols, the
people manifest o greater gratiude: they
atribuie 1o the individual what is not
deserved by hisn aloue bu by the many,
Often T thivn o the hundreds, even
thousands  of who are working
anonymouslv. nwixing possible all those
things for which e people are grareful,
Recognition is not divided in an equita-
ble way. It wounld he an crror for an
man—and T say this sincerely—to  be
anconscious of this, 10 believe himself
roaly deserving of all thae recognition
and affection. One must have a proper
appreciation of the things he has accom-
plished, but he should never consider
himself deserving of the recognition that
belongs to the nLiny,

PLAYBOY: Under the new coustiwution
that you have said will be promulgated
soon, will the people have any elecroral
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" voice in dewermining who the collective

leadership will hes

CASTRO: We will have a system of per-
mancnt participation by the muss of
workers in (he {formation of the party, in
the clection of its members and in the
replacement of 1hose members of the
party who do ot deserve the trust of tie
masses. The party witl he something like
a combined prlianicnt of 1the workers
and interprewer of heir will,

PLAYBOY: And wili (hat parliament in
turn choose the leudership of the party?
CASTRO: It will be chosen by assemblies
or delegates who in turn are clected by
the mass membership of the party.
PLAYBOY: Will “there be move than one

Bay oy
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Dodizenin deime e aad weikens e
nmocraey. We think that our dema Py
is much more functional than yours, he
cause it is the constani expression of (he
true majority will. We think that the par-
ticipation of our masses in political, cco-

nomic and social problems will hecome

“infinitely greater than that which the

North American citizen has in his boup
geois democracy, where he is reduced 1o
voting once cvery [our years for ouc of
the candidates that only two partics

" designate.

We have to create our own forms of
socialist democracy, One of the postulates
of Marxism is the ultimaze disappearance
of the state as a cocrcive institution, once
the Communist saciety is estabiished, To
ail those who ave suspicious of the s,
Who fear it as the cocrvive fnsament @
Bas been throughowt DI, We nser il
ultimate proapect of a stateless Mdiviy,
I believe that we must continue working
toward the [ullillinent of that Mar.
ist ideal, .

PLAYBOY: What role do you yoursell ox.
pect to play in the government of the .
tire, once the party is fully ostablished
and the constituiion is in ey
CASTRO: T think that for a few more
years I will figure as the leader of he
party. ILT were to say thae T didn't wang
that, people would think I was crazy,
But you want mc to speak sincerelyd |
will ry to make it the least amount of
time possible. T am atracted to many
other things that are not official actiy-
ities. I believe that all of us ought lo
retire relatively young, I don't propose
this as a duty, but as something more
—a right.

PLAYBOY: Can you really picture yourself
as a retired “clder statesman'?
CASTRO: It is more diflicult for me to im-
agine mysell as an old man than as a re-
tired statesman, because of the hardship
it will be for me not to be able to climb
mountains, to swim, to go spear-fishing
and 1o engage in all the other Pastimes
that I enjoy. But there is one thing w
which I am very much auracted that old
age will not deter me [rom: studying,
experimenting and working in agricul-
wre. When I retive, T will be able to de-
vote all.my working time to that. So I
don't think I will be bored. But pevhaps
T will fall into the habit that comes to all
ol s, of thinking that (he younger gen-
eration is bungling everything. “'hat is a
mania characteristic of all nid people—
but I'm going to try to remain alernt
against it
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